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43 Rowley, the ſcale muſt 
in the favour of theſe, the firſt-fruits of 
the poetical Reſurrection, a Reſurrection 

which promiſes whole r of the 8 | 


| a 7 OY gith Homer and \ 
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And, Var tainly, the moſt invidious critic I 
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ſian, and to the unborrowin 125 ori 
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the ſiniles of Apollo and the Muſes. All . 
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1 perfon Who! makes a diſcovery of'a 
Toft poetical Ms. ought'never: to . 


0 it on account of its inferiority-t" aid*every | 


7 nation" has its © poets” of 
. the loweſt of \ v 


deſttoyed. rde wels ideas the Editor | 

ok "the? foregoing: very ancient Ballad pre- 

ſſeünts it to the Pi blic. "T6 remains that he 
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450 hat 6 Mestre of Mae been 


| like acquainted with a very ingenious and 


learned Antiquarian, a native of the pala- 
tinate of of 


and ſo ſtout a a champion for thoſe Which 


of late years have been found, that he is 


at this moment on his travels through Lap- 


0 Land on purpoſe. to diſcover proofs of the 
| authenticity of the poems of his favourite 
5 Offian. And his laſt letters affure his friends, 


at he is already not only 1 oflefſed of the 


: moſt convincin g evidence in favour of his 
. beloved tenet, but that he is informed 2 
flair copy of Offian's poems, in the hand- 
5 wee r ane of bis own ſans, is carefully 


eſerved in the archives of the College of 
ds * i n Iceland 3 which MS. contains 
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not only 78501 1 pogms which 5 
have never been ſeen by Mr. Macpherſon, 
but aſcertains alſo the various dates, and 
places. in. a clear light the hiſtory of the 


age of F ingal; circumſtances - which. the 


derſtood accounts which Dr. Johnſon picked 5 
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above learned. gentleman bas only, and to 
little purpoſe, groped after among the be- 


es bogs and precipices of the dark | 


regions of conjecture. And we may now 
be affured, that, when theſe other poems 
of Offian are publiſhed | in Engliſh by our 


learned Traveller, the ignorant and miſun- | 


up in the Hebrides concerning the works | 
of the Son of Fingal, WII be for ever 
ſilenced. But why this digreflion ? 
Have patience, good Reader, and the rain 


will appear immediately. 


Thought the moſt OR 1 0 


| Claſs of critics are, at firſt e glance, moſt 


nent pleaſingly 5 


| for. 'S den of their poetry, Fi the beautiful 


Iſlandic ode in the Spectator, tranſlated by. Mr. : 
| Addiſon. 
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pe 
poems and M88. claiming an ancient date, 


yet there are a ſet of ignorant pedants who 
delight i in cavilling at what they can never 
refute, and who bear a particular enmity 
to the reſtorers of long-loſt poetry. He 


who knows the leaſt of the tempers of 
theſe ſnarlers, muſt perceive that their firſt 


bs ly convinced of the aüthenticity of _ 


objection to the Antiquity of Queen Emma's : 


; Prophecy will be, that it is neither in the 
language or orthography of the reign of 


William Rufus, but that in both it is per- 


fectly and entirely modern. But the futi- 


8 lity of this reaſoning will OY _ 
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About hoes years ago, as ho learned 


Elndoias, now on his travels as above 


mentioned, was ſearching for Antiquities in 
the cathedral of Durham, he obſerved a 


heap of old boards and other rubbiſh in a 


corner of the belfry; and next day, having 


boa leave from the biſhop | to remove 


. „„ 5 it, 
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it, he Gas two workmen. with. him, 
and in about two hours. they came te an 
old cheſt of Nor way oak at the bottom of 
the heap. Great was the joy at this diſco- 
very, but, alas! on opening it, it contained 
only a few hoods and ſurplices, — not one 
MS. which was the principal object of the 
fearch. Our friend, | however, conſoled | 
himſelf much in the ſame way as the good 
woman did, who, on breaking her earthen 
pitcher, comforted herſelf with the thought 
that the bottom of it would ſerve her for 


a platter; ſo he recovered. his ſpirits on 1 


thinking what a valuable preſent the hood 
and ſurplice would be to Sir Aſhton Lever s 
Muſeum; to be placed beſide the moſt cu- 
tious of all Sir Aſhton's, Antiquities, alſo 
3 diſcovered in the palatinate, viz. 
part of a Roman + Altar, whoſe inſcription 
| fays it was nc, by Agricolag/A.D, 82. 
But here again was he diſappointed; 
for the veſtments, on being moved, 
fell into — * tinder. During the 
| night 1385 
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ht. alter this adventure, he could bed? 


lep; but in the morning he dreamed of 
5 an ald. cheſt, which. contained, in a. double 


bottom, a great deal of ancient golden coin. 
Ot this he took no notice for the preſent; 


90 but Rill « old cheſts with falſe bottoms, and 
Fr heaps of moſt curious coin, haunted. his 


dreams; till, on the third morning, he re- 


folved once more to examine the cheſt in 


the belfty. But cruel diſappointment ſtill 
8 followed 8 the cheſt, on cutting it 


up, had no falſe bottom at all. In the rage 
of this diſtreſs, he ſeized the carpenter's-ax, 


and ſo violently ſtruck the lid, uſing indeed 
ſome raſh words, that he fairly ſplit it in 


two. And now the treaſure appeared I- 
a fair MS. in good preſervation! And 
while our Antiquarian hugged it, and kiſſed 


it for joy, the carpenter wiſely obſerved, 
there was no wonder it was found in a 


double lid, for that dreams were always 
contrary. But how was our friend's: joy 
and veneration increaſed, when, on peruſing 
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his MS. be found it was no iti than the 
Prophecy of Queen Emma, written by the 
famous Johannes Turgotus, Prior of L Dur- 
ham in the reign of William Rufus, a ce- 
lebrated hiſtorian, and author, as the learned | 
Mr. Bryant informs us, of a MS, on the 
Battle of Watchet with the Danes. This 
we may be ſure is in verſe; and this is 
another proof, according to our ſchool, 
that Turgotus was authbr of Queen? Em- 
ma's 's Prophecy. | 
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The e u whom we have at- 
ready deſcribed as haters of diſcovered 
poetry, will no doubt endeavour at leaſt 
to pick holes in the above narrative; but 
we ſhall pay little attention to their cavils, 
their i Ignorance, and male volence; but ad- | 
dreſs ourſelves more cloſely to thoſe re- 
ſpectable and learned critics, who have de- 
fended the authenticity of the Aren of 
Oſſian and 11 MN 
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The laſt claſs of theſe getulenten. « can 


never obje& to this mode of diſcovery ; 


and the above narrative is particularly Cir- 


LT n and bears wy mark of truth. 


yy thee. 


s to the modtin orthogra phy of the 


foregoing Ballad, nothing can be more ea - 
1 y accounted for. The fortunate Diſco- 
verer ſhewed the MS. in the genuine cha- 


racter and orthography of the reign of 
William Rufus to the Editor and many 
other friends; but going rather on a ſud- 
den reſolution on his journey to Lapland, 
he took it along with him, to compare it 


with the MSS. of that country and of 
Iceland: : and it is on the entreaty of his 


friends, ſince his departure, that he ſent 
the foregaing « copy for publication, which 
he not only reduced to the modern ortho- 
: graphy, but has alſo ſtruck out ſeveral un- 
| intelligible words; which none but thoſe 
who have dipt into ſome obſolete dictio- 
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| king Alfred's days n but the difficulty is 
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-4 24 . 
ſo 8 that to > pript : a th il 


i old ſpelling, n no more makes it an "Aa 


poem, than one 8 going to Weſtminſter . 


Abbey, and putting General Monk” I cap 


on, his head, would make bim General 


5 Monk; and that, if an obſolete diftionary, : 
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which contig the. ſame. {ct of uncouth 
| words which he had ftruck, out, ſhould 
happen to be found,” it would afford a 

handle, t: to doubt its authenticity, as, no- | 
thing i is eaſier than. to ſtick any old word | 
vou pleaſe into a poem. 
indeed, is to make the whole app Y 
-Piece « of the ſame web, and. not like, the ec 
veſtment mentioned in the Scripture, A e 
patchwork of old and new cloth: or, to 
ſpeak, more plainly, nothing is cafier than 


4 x 


t dem. The difficulty, 
ar as the : 


to ſtring togeth N all the hard words of ; 


2 Jeſt into uſe, And, certainly, our friend 


argued 55 


elude [ 
number. And even tlie learned Dr. Millne, 


. 


3 
very judi ic 


ay in ftappisg his 


: MS. of. hard old words; and other appear- 


ances ſo eaſily aſſumed, and of ſuch ſuſpi- 
cious countenance when Wey”” chance to 
be detected, SOME een w 71 
SEATER et üs, rob. 412 
1: And! now Alta. e ſhould 1 
N o doubt the Antiquity of our Ballad, be- 
cauſe idiom and forms of expreſſion, un- 
Known in the days of Rufus, may * 
twiſted and tortured out of it, the leart 
Rowley muſt TER be of the 


and the ingenious Mr. Bryant, muſt own 
that our Ballad contains one intrinſic mark 

- of Antiquity: in a higher degree than the 
poems of Rowley: it does not contain one 
line, half line, ſcrape, or alluſion from or 
to Mr. 19585 or 7 other of the modern 
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© Kingdom extended at one time from the 
Frith-of Bodotria, now called Forth, to the 
ther Humber, from whence all Antiqua- 
Tt hans agree that it cok its name; North- 
Miumber-land. Of the three and twenty 
Re _ eee 370 years in this 
3 re eee 5 
5 has: th Tweed eee hs 
* _____ 26fown of Nofthumberland, and the means 
ES” by which it happened, are utterly unknown. 
Bat this is kfown, that, in the time of the = 1 
| venerable Bede, that father of Exgliſh. Hi. 19 
tory, who lived near Durham, and dedicates 
bis Hiſtory to his patron Cednulph king of 
| 'Nbtthilnibria, Bis patroti's domitiions were 
bounded on the north r Tweed, 
Now, 
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% 


| be, if we ,could find a. MIS, which. would 
chrom light on this event? And this we 


actually have in the Ballad of K“ | 
oy. . Hiſtory tells us there was ſuch 


2 + ae, and the Ballad, which 


= evidently founded upon, it, tells us how 


pened. The learned Maitland, wha 
wro the Hiſtories of London and of Edin. 
burgh, tells us, in the latter, that Edinby 


was founded by Edwin, a king of. Narths | 
 umbecland, who, allured by the fertility 
| Lothians, which were a part of his 
dominions, chuſed to erect a royal reſidengg 


af the 


uin the midſt of thoſe counties under the 

protection of the ſtrong rock upon which 
Edinburgh Caſtle now ſtands, And while 
he was thus employed, he left the ſouthern 
diſtrict of his kingdom under the guardian- 
ſhip of a kinſman. And now by the dif- 


| : Rb covery of the Ballad, where we hay e E dwin MM 


by name, the Hiſtory ſtands clearly thus: 
While Na was building e 
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wr b iber Edgir; his. depi ty in the Sonth: 
Was invaded, and his diltriet cruelly Seek 


| run, by the Danes. Edwin marched” to 
bis relief, and totally expelled the invaders: 


and Edwin having returned to the building "= 


of his city, a few years proſperity made 
Edgar reſolve to ſet up for himſelf, and 
tefuſe to ſend any more revenues to his 
x brother ; upon which bloody wars enſued 
between them. Edgar made an alliance * 


With the Danes, his old enemies; and a 
1 final diſmemberment of the kingdom t took 


place. But, while we admire how won- 
derfully Hiſtory and the Ballad explain and 
| PDT © 5 700 Ore we | muſt | not "ſuppoſe 


11 is ATP chat this Ballad; which ſo 


warmly execrates the alliance of Edgar with his old 

enemies the Danes, ſhould be found at the very 
time that the Americans made an alliance with their 
5 old enemies the French, which ſome may foolithly 
| imagine was the ſole object of the Ballad; but 
Hiſtory affords many n of ſuch fortuitous S 
| Fomnhjnations- „ * . | 
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coy 


ma ruſhed: into a grind x 


1 Baabe er her ſons, where ſhe was 


wortally wounded, and then ran bawling 
up a hill, and propheſied till ſhe died. 


This is only the language in which Poetry 
delights to embelliſh the facts of Hiſtory; 


La grand, terrific fiction, ſome what of ; 
a kind with that of-an old Scotch poet, 


ng where his hero, Sir William Wallace, 
having cut off an Engliſhman' s head in a 


and throws it all bloody at Wallace, and 


at the bloody trunk, and thus both conti- 
nue for an hour or two at this kind of ten- 
nis play ;—a fiction which the reader will 
ſee cited, and juſtly and highly compli- 


mented, in that great clerk Mr. Thomas 


Warton's ſecond volume of the W 
" 05 n n N 


Bout even this canis fiction in our Ballad 


oy contains hiſtorical evidence of its Antiquity, 


— >> I — — 


dark night, the Engliſhman takes it up, 
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| ian anon; that Es. by 
ties of England ſuffered moſt ſeverely from 
| the ravages of the cruel Danes, and the 
jaroads of the barbarous Scots; and when 
William the Conqueror marched 
wards to ſubdue. Malcalm king of Scots, 
that prince (Who had married Margaret, 
Edgar Atheling's ſiſter, the true heir of 
the crown of England) met him on the 
borders with ſa well appointed an army, 
that William, to uſe the words of a vene- 
| adi hiſtorian, was fain to make peace with = 
bim. But the tyrant, reſenting the back= 
| tents to join his army which the .north- 
ern counties had ſhewn, and to which ((o 
fave his honour) he aſeribed the failure af 
lation from Solway to the Humber. And 
this is farther confirmed by his well-known 
Doomſday- Book, where more than one 
balf of Vorkſhire, and all the counties 
A : ; . 
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e that neither any houſe was left ſtanding. 


>: woen. 2 . of Quan Emma, which 


_ mn. eſente d as uriinhak i 


s pether,. there was ſo utter deſolation, as 


nor any ground tilled,” And to this det 


4 be added, abet, in che: year +088; W- 


diam Rufus ſeized the crown of England, 


mn — of his eldeſt brother Duke 


nis toduced- a civil War, and 


5 many of ur d nobility ſided with. the 


ne; Ib Our Ballad, as the Ms. af, 
eme, Was written 1. Dune, who ar 


bun ee-nittels « the eee 
deſolations. Theſe, and the conteſt of the 

ee Toy: the crown, could not 

the conteſt be- 


| —— every body's. 


And the venerable Bakker, in bis Chronicle, 

{ſee treign of William J.) days, that, at this 
between Vork and Durham, the 
«+ ſpace of ſinty miles, for nine years to- 


and, as the d Prior was u zealous = | 
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| «4 32 75 
tizan of the true heir Duke Robert, 5 bs. 
was certainly deſirous: to vrrite ſome po- 
pular ſtrain in his favour. And, confider- 
ing that the part of the ancient kingdon 
ol Northumbria which remained to Ed- 
win the elder brother's poſterity, had been 
more fortunate-than that of Edgar, Which 
had from time to time been e, 
Asted by the Danes and the Scots, he thence 
«takes occaſion, in the Prophecy: of Queen 
| Emma, to pay court to his lawful prince, 
and to propagate a prediction againſt Ru- 
us; a method excellently en to 
the ſuperſtition of thoſe ages, v a po- 
pular prophecy, in much wks rhymes 
"than the foregoing Ballad, has often been 
"known to "overthrow whole armies and 
© overturn thrones.” And thus we have the {| 
certain date of our Ballad, vizi/t0B8, when 
[2 Robert and Rufus were in the field in arms 
againſt each other. Or, if we ſuppoſe, 
© which will de equally well, that the Ballad 
Was written when the ſame Duke Robert 
8 „„ landed 
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by his brother Henry the Firſt, we muſt 


place its date in the yea 1101. Or ſhould 


we ſuppoſe, what indeed is moſt. probable 
_— that it was written during the actual 


yes thruſt out, we muſt then place its 


| date, not in. 1107, which was the year of | 


Robert's 1 


97 8 '< 


rtune, but in 1106, the year 


which was meant to repreſent Robert's af 
fairs as rather ptopitious, could not have 


| png written after he was an eyeleſs cap- 


And here another ray of light breaks 


in ee us, and gives the reaſon why the 

Ms. of this Ballad was fo carefully con- 
cealed. Robert was finally unfortunate, 
and Prior Turgot was too well acquainted 
with the character of his own age to ttuſt 
its generoſity. In a much later teign, 


ow of — III. à gentleman' was 
1d „„ | hanged, 


ortſmouth with 4 wivhey's 4887 
to claim his crown, which was now uſurped: 


y War which ſoon after broke. out, 
and ended in Robert's taptivity and having 


before; for it is evident, that the Ballad, 
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And whe yy the. Price: eee 
from Henry, if bis _—_— xhichdenounces 


brother, had been W — > 
No wonder, therefore, that, willing to leave 
i to after · ages; he ſhould ſo carefully con- 
ceal it, not by the ſtale trick of à double- 
bottomed cheſt, but in the new and more 
r Gries af pang one. 
en noty, ene thols bens: ot 
. the haters of new-diſcov: | 
may ſay, the Editor /affutes bimtelf, that 
the abettors of the authenticity of Ro.] 
 tey's poems will be his ſtrenuor friends: 
bor, however ſtrong the hiſtorical evidence 5 
in favour of their Antiquity may be, it falls 
ey ſhort of the ſtrength of "Inference, 
SH hiſtorical 


int ne been, 
we abov Sees . 


4 ge FI or two 60-@ecernig's our ori- 


dg MS. Fearful that ſo valuable a trea- 


fure ſhould: be loſt, the Editor, in conjunc- 
tion with ſeveral friends, has written to his 


friend in Lapland, carneftly begging that it | 


| Revis Ms, 40d others may fall; inf his 


Britiſh Muſeum, after having lain three 
months, for the inſpection of the curious, 
at Mr. Bew's our publiſher's ſhop. But 
the Public are hereby advertiſed, that the 
learned Gentleman now in Lapland is very 


to certain celebrated MSS. be- 


foro —— and * likewiſe ſtrongly 
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teſty in his diſpoſition, and of all things 
cannot bear to have the Authenticity of his 
Ms. called in queſtion. And, having an 
- Muſtrlous: example of myſterious conduct 
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__ Ang bow: Gr; he may din ite the E 
example of his learned and ingenious friend? 
It was certainly a pleaſing. thing for Jupiter 
to ſit on the top of Olympus, and amuſe 
bimſelf for ten years together with the 
Trojan war, which at any time he might 


. have finiſhed with one thunderbolt. * And | 


it is certainly Jove· like and equally pleafing 
to look down from one's villa, on a literary = 
conteſt as warmly diſputed as the Trojan 
war, and for double the length of time, 
which the Jove- like looker- on might as 
_ Inſtantly finiſh, by producing to proper 5 
judges the ancient MSS. of Oſſian which 
were leſt three months for public peraſal 
with Mr. Becket the bool ler. Bu 
man is obliged to explain his motives to 
an impertinent Public; and it is to be 
44 feared, that, ſhould the Public be imper- 
tinent to him, our friend, on his return 
from Lapland, may refuſe. to ſhew the 
My. of, his Ballad to Proper judges,” or to 
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MS. into Mr. Bew⸗ s hands, he undertakes 
to teach Mr. Bew the ancient character i in 


a few days, by which he will be fully ena- 
bled to fee, with his own” eyes, that the 


ee is genuine. By this means, 


mould our abſent friend withdraw his 


MS. after the three months challenge, 
4a time rather ſhort and ill adapted for 


people to come from John a Groat's houſe, 


or from Durham, to examine MSS, ex- 


cept they had nothing elſe to mind 5— 
ſhould he withdraw it, we ſay, and lock 


it up in utter darkneſs, ſtill Mr. Bew's evi- 


dence will authenticate its exiſtence. And ; 


thus we ſhall eſcape the lamentable though 
laughable blunder which Mr. Becket fell 


into, when, on the publication of John- ; 


ſon's Tour, he aſſured the Public, in an 


eee in the Papers, that the MSS. 
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hat means he acquired it. But 
the Editor pledges himſelf thus far to the 
Public, that, if he is enabled to put the 
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even himſelf 

| henticity of the MS. for that he, aw and 5 

was judge of; but of a certain 3 

Lapland friend's condu 

this: He perfectly well "= 

when he firſt ſaw the 5 
firſt five or ſix. PD 


the n ſp 


an one of Robin Hood's ſongs 06 

at of Chevy Chace. Several 

e Editor mentioned this ſeemingly ſti 
circumſtance” to a learned Scottiſh Anti- 
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